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Note from the
President
First of all, I’d like to express my
gratitude for giving me the great
opportunity and responsibility
to serve as ALHELA’s president.
I have been a member for 14
years now, and I have always
been impressed by how active
and vibrant the organization
has been. I would like my do my
best to ensure that this legacy
continues.

we can accomplish these goals
and even more confident that
we should because these are
not tasks designed to exist in a
vacuum. In fact, I see all three
as an end to a greater means
which is improving ALHELA’s
overall visibility and attracting
new and old members, so
we can continue to grow the
organization.

I have identified three goals I
would like to undertake over
the next twelve months: a new
and improved website, a new
directory, and completed bylaws.
Though ambitious, I believe
these can be accomplished and
I also believe they will add to
ALHELA’s visibility and perhaps
even attract new members.
I presented these ideas at
a recent ALHELA Executive
Committee meeting and
everyone seemed to be in
agreement that these were
relevant goals, both worthwhile
and reachable. Though it
may seem more than can be
accomplished in a relatively
short time, I feel confident that

I really look forward to working
with all of you to make ALHELA
an even stronger and vibrant
organization.
Best,

Justin Robertson

ALabama Health Libraries Association:
Baugh Biomedical Library, University of South
Alabama - Cary Veterinary Medical Library, Auburn
University - Lister Hill Library, University of Alabama at
Birmingham - Lyster U.S. Army Aeromedical Center
Library, Fort Rucker - Reynolds Historical Library,
University of Alabama at Birmingham Samford University Library - T.S. Williams Veterinary
Medical Library, Tuskeegee University - University of
Mobile’s School of Nursing - Levi Watkins Learning
Center, Alabama State University
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Note from the
Editor
Welcome to the spring 2015 issue of
Synapse!

Spring often brings a sense of refresh
and renewal to our lives - a desire to
usher in and embrace new things.
And that is exactly what’s happening
at ALHeLA. Our leadership cycle
has welcomed a fresh set of board
members with new ideas for moving
forward. Our first meeting of the year
was full of potential future projects and
an ideas to better our organization.
Check out our meeting minutes to
catch up on ALHeLA’s future direction
and join in on a project that interests
you!
Our members have been especially
busy this year and this issue proves
it. Not only are we working to
improve standards of services for
the populations we serve, we are
also seeking non-traditional ways of
reaching users. See this issue’s Special
Features to find out ways medical
librarians are branching out to meet
user needs at the point of service.
As always, Synapse strives to portray
an accurate depiction of its members
through feature stories and applause
for hard work. Please continue to
document your efforts by sending in
stories you care about.

Conferences &
Observances
By Catherine Hogan Smith

A

LHeLA’s Past Chair Inga Moten and
Liaison Committee Chair Kay Hogan
Smith staffed an ALHeLA booth at the
Medical Association of the State of
Alabama (MASA) annual conference in
Montgomery at the Renaissance Hotel &
Spa at the Convention Center, April 1618, 2015.

MASA has always proved to be a great
opportunity for Alabama health librarians
to talk with physicians about resources
and services in the libraries. This year,
the topic focus at the ALHeLA booth
was health literacy, with current lists
of available resources on the topic and
even American Medical Association
health literacy toolkits to give away! Of
course, National Library of Medicine
(NLM) resources such as PubMed and
MedlinePlus were promoted as well
as services of the National Network of
Libraries of Medicine (NNLM), which
provided the funding to support the
exhibit
Thecosts.
Grand Hotel

Thanks to everyone who contributed to
another great issue of Synapse.
Regards,

Christy Kent
Also, the University of South Alabama
Biomedical Library has requested
support for two more ALHeLA exhibits
at the upcoming Alabama Pharmacists
Association (APA), June 21-24, and the
Alabama Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP) Annual Meeting, June 25-28, both
in Destin, Florida.
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The focus at the APA meeting will be
to represent the NNLM, promoting the
use of technology to demonstrate free
electronic access to the NLM’s resources
including DailyMed , TOXNET , Pillbox,
PubChem Substances Database, and
other web resources listed on the
NLM “Web Resource for Pharmacy
Professionals” guide.
Also, on site demonstrations will be
offered using iPads, so participants can
learn about prescription drugs and
over-the-counter medicines, including
side effects, dosage information, special
precautions, and more.

The focus of the AAFP meeting will
be to use technology to demonstrate
free electronic access to the NNLM’s
applicable resources including:
ChemIDplus, ClinicalTrials.gov, Dietary
Supplements Labels Database, Drug
Information Portal, Health Services
Research Projects in Progress (HSRProj),
MedlinePlus, Meeting Abstracts via NLM
Gateway, NCBI Bookshelf, NLM Gateway,
Online Mendelian Inheritance in Man
(OMIM), PubMed, PubMed Health, and
Specialized Information Services (SIS).
Additionally, the exhibit will use on-site
demonstrations of these resources using
iPads to show medical professionals
how they can use these powerful search
tools as a means to locate the necessary
evidence to support both their practice
and policy making.

ALHeLA News

News From the
Medical Library
Association (MLA)
By Adelia Grabowsky

Recommendations from

the Futures Task Force
along with a new executive
director mean times are
changing at MLA! Kevin
Baliozian was hired as
executive director in January
and specializes in strategic
planning.

3. Education and
Credentialing: Strengthen
MLA’s educational curriculum
and offerings
4. MLA Technology:
Rationalize and transform
MLA information and
communication systems

You can learn more about
Kevin at https://www.
mlanet.org/news/2015/
february/baliozian.html.

Kevin Baliozian,
Executive Director, MLA

To help steer the coming
changes, four high-priority
areas of action were
identified at the MLA board
meeting in February. The
areas, along with proposed
actions to take are:
1. What MLA does:
Rationalize MLA programs
and services, and streamline
and clarify organizational
structure
2. New Professionals: Align
MLA programs, services,
and governance with new
professional member needs
and expectations

Stay up to date on all
things MLA by checking
out Full Speed Ahead, http://
fullspeedahead.mlanet.
org/, which features posts
from MLA Board Members
about priorities, planning,
and change. The blog not
only provides members with
updates, but also allows
them to comment or ask
questions about posts.
A recent post announced
an upcoming technology
change, where in the fall
of 2015, MLA will migrate
the following: the current
association management
system, the MLANET
website, group websites
and blogs, list serves, the
meeting website and
blogs, and the Educational
Clearinghouse, into a single
association platform. This
move aims to provide users
a better experience, while
saving money for MLA.

There have also been
changes at MLA News with
the establishment of a new
column about social media.
The column will explore
current and emerging
social media as they relate
to health and medical
libraries and will be available
in a text version in MLA
News and a video version
through YouTube. The first
column explores pod casts,
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_G4wzTQ8-J4
and the second covers
using twitter effectively at
conferences, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=gWv3LQAPTM.
Both the text and video
versions offer the chance
to leave comments or ask
questions of Lara Killian, the
column’s editor.
Take advantage of some
of these interactive
opportunities and be sure to
weigh in on your thoughts
on the changes occurring at
MLA.

Register
today!

Synapse
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Special Feature

ALHeLA Teams with Southern
Alabama AHEC for Consumer
Health Training Events
By Christy C. Kent

ALHeLA librarians and Alabama Health

InfoNet representatives Catherine
Hogan Smith and Christy Kent recently
teamed with Alecia Glaize, director of the
Southern Alabama Area Health Education
Center (AHEC), to offer two consumer
health education classes in Atmore and
Brewton.
On April 7th, the Atmore Public Library
and the Brewton Public Library hosted
the two events where the public
was invited to attend “An Apple a
Day – Finding and Evaluating Health
Information.” Participants included area
medical professionals in both clinical
and administrative positions, along
with members of the general public
looking for guidance on locating reliable
healthcare information on the Internet.
Smith began the sessions with a
presentation on the importance of health
literacy and offered strategies to assess
health websites for accuracy, bias, and
currency. Kent used the last half of the
classes for hands-on instruction, using
iPads. Each participant was issued
an iPad and was guided through four
different health-related search scenarios
using MedlinePlus, NIHSeniorHeatlh, and
Health InfoNet of Alabama.

Smith presents,
“An Apple a Day-Finding
and Evaluating Health
Information.”
Although the participants came from
different backgrounds and professions,
they all shared the desire to improve their
health, or their patient’s health, through
continuing education in health literacy.
The Alabama Area Health Education
Center (AHEC) seeks to improve health
care delivery to Alabamians living in rural
and medically underserved areas

Kent uses live demonstration
for instruction on valuable
health information resources.
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by increasing the quantity, diversity,
distribution, and quality of Alabama’s
healthcare workforce through academic
training and community-based outreach
programs. Alabama Health InfoNet
is a website is designed as a service
for online users as gateway to quality
information resources designed to help
locate resources to answer health related
questions.
Alecia Glaize is the Executive Director
of the Southern Alabama Area Health
Education Center in Brewton, Alabama.
Catherine Hogan Smith, MLS, AHIP is
the Community Services Librarian &
Co-Liaison for Public Health at Lister
Hill Library of the Health Sciences at
the University of Alabama, Birmingham
and Christy Kent, MLIS, and Consumer
Health Information Specialist II is the
Information Services and Outreach
Librarian at the Baugh Biomedical Library
at the University of South Alabama. Both
Smith and Kent serve on the Advisory
Board of the Alabama Health InfoNet.

Special Feature

USA Students
Introduced to
Therapy Dogs
By Robert Britton

T

his past year the University of South
Alabama Biomedical Library hosted
therapy dogs from the USA Children’s
and Women’s Hospital during both the
summer and fall semester final exams.
The goal was two-fold: to provide
stress relief for students during exam
preparation and to educate our future
health care providers as to the benefits of
therapy dogs in the health care setting.
Both handlers and dogs are trained
and registered via the internationally
recognized Pet Partners.
Pet Partners, formerly Delta Society, is
a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization that
helps people live healthier and happier
lives by incorporating therapy, service and
companion animals into their lives.
The sessions were held in a single room
during the entirety of the sessions
so that students with allergies or a
fear of dogs were easily able to avoid
them. The sessions were promoted by
posting clear signage at our front door
directing interested students to Therapy
Dog session location, including times
Therapy dog Muddy shows
the benefits of therapy
animals in a health care
setting.

Therapy dog Lily helps
decrease student stress
during finals week.

available, and Circulation staff also
verbally helped raise awareness of the
event. We also promoted the sessions
on the Biomedical Library’s home page,
Facebook page, the university’s health
sciences listserv, and the Biofeedback
newsletter. Staffing only required one
person on hand, and there was no cost
involved since the teams work on a
volunteer basis. Handouts highlighting
the science
behind
animalassisted
therapies and
the benefits
they provide
were also
provided for
attendees.
The events
were wellattended
and students
as well as
employees
expressed
great
appreciation
and interest.

One interesting facet is that the dogs
were limited in how much time they
could spend in a session, because for
them it was “work” and they needed time
to recover.
If you would like more information about
hosting Therapy Dogs in your library,
please feel free to contact Robert Britton
at rmbritton@southalabama.edu. Below
you will find additional resources related
to pet therapy and libraries:
Marcus, Dawn A. “The science behind
animal-assisted therapy.” Current pain and
headache reports 17.4 (2013): 1-7.
Lefebvre, Sandra L., et al. “Guidelines for
animal-assisted interventions in health
care facilities.” American journal of
infection control 36.2 (2008): 78-85.
AL.com article about Therapy Dogs at USA
C&W Hospital: Therapy dog brings smiles
to young patients at USA Children’s &
Women’s Hospital
News Video on Therapy Dogs at Georgia
Tech: http://ow.ly/wxGVy

S Synapse
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Health Observances
By Christy C. Kent

May is National Physical
Fitness & Sports Month

Curabitur varius
lobortis lectus,
quis pharetra eros
dictum sit amet
non volutpat
Regular physical activity is good for
everyone’s health, and people of all ages
and body types can be physically active.
National Physical Fitness and Sports
Month is a great time to spread the word
about the benefits of getting active.
Here are just a few benefits of physical
activity:
Children and adolescents – Physical
activity can improve muscular fitness and
bone and heart health.
Adults – Physical activity can lower risk
for heart disease, type 2 diabetes, and
some types of cancer.
Older adults – Physical activity can lower
the risk of falls and improve cognitive
functioning (like learning and judgment
skills).
Communities, health professionals, and
families can work together to create
opportunities for everyone to get more
physical activity.

• Motivate teachers and administrators
to make physical activity a part of every
student’s day.
• Identify youth leaders in the
community who can talk to their peers
about the importance of being active.
How can we help spread the word?
• Add information about physical activity
to your newsletter.
• Host a community event where families
can be active and learn about more
family-friendly fitness activities.

Sample Tweets:
• Can you name 7 benefits of being
active? We can: http://1.usa.gov/XS2YlT.
• How much physical activity do you need
each week? Find out here: http://1.usa.
gov/14vkhzB
• Get quick tips for increasing your
physical activity with the Be Active
Your Way health widget: http://1.usa.
gov/1htQBrM

Sample Facebook posts:
• Staying fit is part of the recipe for a
healthful life and disease prevention!
Visit http://www.fitness.gov/ to learn
more about National Physical Fitness &
Sports Month.
• Whether you ride your bike to work or
school or chase after your dog in the
park, physical activity can be fun and it
helps you feel good too!
(Adapted from http://healthfinder.gov/nho/

Make a difference and spread the word
about fun ways to get moving!
How can health science libraries
make a difference?
We can use this month to raise awareness
about the benefits of physical activity.
Here are just a few ideas:
• Encourage families to make small
changes, like taking a walk after dinner
or going for a bike ride.
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Skin cancer is the most common type of
cancer in the United States. Ultraviolet
(UV) radiation from the sun is the main
cause of skin cancer. UV radiation can
also come from tanning booths or
sunlamps. The most dangerous kind of
skin cancer is called melanoma.

maytoolkit.aspx)

May is Melanoma/Skin Cancer
Detection and Prevention
Month

The good news? Skin cancer can almost
always be cured when it’s found and
treated early. Communities, health
professionals, and families can work
together to prevent skin cancer or detect
it early on.
Make a difference and spread the word
about strategies for preventing skin
cancer and encourage communities,
organizations, families, and individuals to
get involved.
How can health science libraries
make a difference?
We can use this month to raise awareness
about skin cancer and help people take
action to prevent or detect it, both at
home and in the larger community.
Here are just a few ideas:
• Encourage families to adopt good
habits together, like wearing sunscreen
and limiting their time in the sun
• Motivate the community about the
harm of UV radiation and why it’s
important to protect yourself.
• Identify youth leaders in your
community who can talk to their peers
about taking steps to prevent skin
cancer.
• Partner with a local hospital, state fair,
or similar organization to host a skin
cancer screening event.

Sample Tweets:
• Did you know? Skin cancer is the most
common type of cancer in the U.S. Learn
how to protect your skin: http://1.usa.
gov/1AZDGpd.
• Q. Skin cancer affects people of all ages,
including older adults. Learn how and
why: http://1.usa.gov/jt7vYY
continued on p. 9
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How can health science libraries
make a difference?
Sample Facebook posts:
• One person dies of melanoma almost
every hour. Learn what to look for and
check your signs for skin cancer. Early
detection is key to survival of this deadly
form of skin cancer. Learn more at
https://www.aad.org/ #SPOTskincancer
•The Friday before Memorial Day, the
SCI is joining with the National Council
on Skin Cancer Prevention to encourage
Americans to participate in this national
sun safety day and pledge to enjoy
the outdoors safely by protecting
against overexposure to the sun’s
damaging UV rays. Learn more at http://
skincancerprevention.org/programs/
dont-fry-day #dontfryday
(Adapted from http://healthfinder.gov/nho/
MayToolkit2.aspx)

June is National Safety Month

Injuries are a leading cause of disability
for people of all ages – and they are the
leading cause of death for Americans
ages 1 to 44. But many injuries can be
prevented when people practice safe
behaviors.
Make a difference: Spread the word
about strategies for reducing the risk
of injuries. Encourage communities,
workplaces, families, and individuals to
identify and report safety hazards.
How can National Safety Month make a
difference?

Everyone can get involved in reducing
the risk of injuries. Together, we can
share information about steps people
can take to protect themselves and
others.
Here are just a few ideas:
• Add information about safety to your
newsletter.
• Host a community event where
families can learn about the many
ways to prevent injuries.

Sample Tweets:
• It’s National Safety Month! Check out
these tips on how to use medicines
safely: http://1.usa.gov/1bzfttb
• Each year, 1 in 3 adults age 65 and older
falls. Take steps to prevent falls: http://1.
usa.gov/Xln77u
• All types of jobs – even desk jobs – can
lead to injuries. Take steps to stay safe at
work: http://1.usa.gov/YAR6GC

Sample Facebook posts:
• As people hit the roads, head out on
summer vacation travels and spend
more time outdoors, no better time to
remember the age old phrase “Safety
First” than in June.
• This year’s theme is “What I Live For,”  
focusing on the important topics
of prescription painkiller abuse,
transportation safety, ergonomics,
emergency preparedness and slips, trips
and falls. Learn more at http://www.nsc.
org/act/events/Pages/national-safetymonth.aspx
(Adapted from http://healthfinder.gov/nho/

We can all use this month to raise
awareness about important safety issues
like:
• Prescription drug abuse
• Slips, trips, and falls
• Being aware of your surroundings
• Distracted driving
• Staying safe in the summer heat

JuneToolkit2.aspx#resources)

More Health Observances:
June:
Cataract Awareness Month
For more information, visit Prevent
Blindness at
www.preventblindness.org

Men’s Health Month
For more information, visit the Men’s
Health Network at
www.menshealthmonth.org
July:
Cord Blood Awareness Month
For more information, check out
“A Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood
Foundation” at
www.parentsguidecordblood.org
National Cleft & Craniofacial
Awareness & Prevention Month
For more information, visit AmeriFace at
www.nccapm.org.
World Hepatitis Day is July 28th.
For more information, visit the
World Hepatitis Alliance at www.
worldhepatitisday.info.
August:
Children’s Eye Health and Safety
Month
For more information, visit Prevent
Blindness at
www.preventblindness.org
National Breastfeeding Month
For more information, visit the United
States Breastfeeding Committee
at www.usbreastfeeding.org/NBM
National Immunization Awareness
Month
For more information, visit the National
Center for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention at
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niam/
default.htm

Synapse
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Celebrations!
By Inga Moten

Inga Moten, Health Sciences Librarian at the

Levi Watkins Learning Center at Alabama
State University (ASU), has recently been
elected to serve as a Senator in the ASU
Faculty Senate and additionally, as a member
of the ASU Executive Committee of the
Faculty Senate.

Inga Moten, ASU
Faculty Senator
and Executive
Committee Member

Amber Long, medical librarian for the

Baptist Health System Kahn-Sibley Medical
Library at Trinity Medical Center, is preparing
to move the library to the hospital’s new
location in Birmingham. The move to the
new Grandview Medical Center campus
on Highway 280 east of the Interstate 459
corridor is expected to be completed in
mid-October of this year.
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Grandview will sit atop a 65-acre wooded
campus overlooking the Cahaba River
and will feature a nearly one-millionsquare-foot hospital building along with
a 200,000 square foot physician office
building and parking structure. The hospital,
when complete, will be one of the most
technologically advanced in the country. The
BHS library staff will continue to serve the
physicians, residents and other hospital staff
at Grandview.

ALHeLA News

Awards & Publications
By Sylvia McAphee

Spring is here, so let’s “spring”

into action and congratulate our
peers on the following awards,
publications, and presentations:

AWARDS:
Geneva Staggs, University of
South Alabama Biomedical
Library Interim Director, will
receive the Lois Ann Colaianni
Award for Excellence and
Achievement in Hospital
Librarianship during the annual
meeting of the 1,000-member
Medical Library Association
(MLA) in Austin, TX. She is being
recognized for her excellent
work ethic, and her knowledge,
and personal accountability to
the profession. To find out more
about Geneva’s award, check
out the full article here: http://
medschoolwatercooler.blogspot.
com/2015/03/geneva-staggsrecognized-for-excellence.html
Also, Elizabeth Laera, Medical
Librarian at McMahon-Sibley
Medical Library, Birmingham,
AL, will receive a Professional
Recognition Award in the area of
Technological Innovation from
the Hospital Libraries Section at
this year’s MLA meeting.
Christy Kent, University of
South Alabama Biomedical
Library Outreach Librarian, was
awarded the First Time Attendee
Scholarship Award for the SC/

MLA Meeting in October of
2014. Additionally, she also
earned a Consumer Health
Specialization, Level II from MLA
in 2014.

PRESENTATIONS:
Asteria Ndulute, Government
Documents/Reference Librarian
and Margaret K. Alexander,
Veterinary Medical Librarian at
Tuskegee University will present
“Nursing and Allied Health:
Selected Federal Government
Websites and Databases,” during
the GODORT program, “Your
Tax Dollars at Work: Interesting,
Helpful, and Essential Websites
from the Federal Government”
at the Alabama Library
Association/Southeastern
Library Association 2015 Joint
Convention in Point Clear, AL,
April 7-10, 2015.
Elizabeth Laera will also present
a poster entitled “Lightning
Quick Answers: What Apps
Are Really the Most Helpful
To Clinical Librarians?” at the
Tuesday afternoon poster
session on May 19, 2015 at 1:00
p.m. in Austin at MLA’s Annual
Meeting.

Trey Lemley, University of
South Alabama Biomedical
Library Information Services
and Scholarly Communications
Librarian, along with Jie Li,
Assistant Director for Collection
Management, will present two
posters at MLA’s Annual Meeting
in Austin this year entitled
“Impact of full-text electronic
resources on interlibrary loan” on
Tuesday, May 19, 2015, 1:00 PM
and “Is it duplicative to purchase
a print title when the same book
is available in electronic format?”
on Sunday, May 17, 2015 at 2:00
PM.
Also, Lemley will present an
additional poster entitled
“Developing an Embedded
Librarianship Program in An
Academic Health Science
Setting, a Case Study” on
Sunday, May 17, 2015 at 2:00 PM.
Christy Kent will present a paper
at the Patient Health Information
Section on Ethnicity/Culture and
Consumer Health on Tuesday,
May 19, 2015, at 4:00 PM entitled
“Health Care Information for
Seniors: Integrating Health
Literacy and Technology
Instruction for Seniors in High
Health Disparate Areas” in
Austin, TX at MLA’s Annual
Meeting.

Synapse
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									Special Announcement

A Call for Papers and Posters for
SC/MLA’s 65th Annual Meeting
By Jan Haley, P.J. Grier, & Kelsey Leonard

You are officially invited to submit

proposals for contributed papers and
posters for the 2015 SC/MLA 65th annual
meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico on
October 21-25. The Caribe Hilton in sunny
Puerto Rico is a great location to connect
with colleagues from throughout the
Chapter and “Community, Collaboration
and Care” is this year’s meeting theme.
While at the meeting, take advantage of
the hotel’s ideal location between historic
Old San Juan, Fort San Jerónimo and the
contemporary Condado Beach area.
Soon to be announced, check the
conference website for full meeting
details. As plans are finalized, find up-tothe-minute information there. Also, “like
us” on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
scmla2015.
Meanwhile, please consider submitting a
proposal for a poster or a paper.
Proposals should relate to:
COMMUNITY: Share success stories or
challenges overcome that enabled your
library’s programs and services to provide
access to health information in your
community

Caribe Hilton is set on a
private peninsula with a
secluded beach, surrounded
by 17 acres of lush gardens.
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COLLABORATION: Demonstrate
instances in which your organization
joined forces with others to tackle and
deliver an important customer service or
program.
CARE: Show how your library has
contributed to the needs of clinicians
or patients in support of patient care
excellence through new initiatives or
expansion of current services. Or, show
occasions where institutional leadership,
champions or national peers have shown
an interest in an action, activity or service
that your library has performed or
contemplated.
Submit two copies of the structured
abstract (300 word maximum) using
the format at MLA’s Research Section
information on creating a structured
abstract: http://research.mlanet.org/wp/
structured-abstract/.
• Include a list of authors, their
institutional affiliations, email addresses,
and telephone numbers with the first
copy of the abstract.
• The second copy will be used in a blind
review process and must not include any
specific information that would identify
authors or institutions.
• The deadline for submitting abstracts is

June 19, 2015. Authors will be notified of
acceptance by August 14, 2015.
• Additional information (i.e. time,
location, setup instructions, etc.) will
be sent with acceptance notification.
Those presenting in San Juan must be
registered for the meeting.
Both posters and papers will be
evaluated on originality, innovation,
organization and clarity of presentation,
as well as relevance to the meeting’s
theme.
To submit your abstract:
Papers: Email abstracts to PJ Grier and
Jan Haley at puertoricopapers2015@
hotmail.com using a Word attachment.
You will receive a confirmation receipt
within 2 business days.
Posters: Email abstracts to Kelsey
Leonard at kleonard@mc.utmck.edu
using a Word attachment. You will receive
a confirmation receipt within 2 business
days.
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ALHeLA Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 (virtual meeting)

By Adelia Grabowsky

Attending: Justin Robertson, Elizabeth Laera, Adelia Grabowsky, Errica
Evans, Robert Britton, Jill Deaver,
Barbara Shearer, Susan Smith, Sylvia
McAphee, Kay Hogan Smith, Margaret Alexander, Christy Kent, Andrea
Wright
1.
Call to order – Justin Robertson called the meeting to order at
10:00 am.
2.
Approval of minutes – the
minutes of the previous meeting
were uploaded by Andrea Wright,
motion to accept by Kay Hogan
Smith, second by Andrea Wright,
approved as they stand.
3.
Introductions – members
introduced themselves.
4.
Treasurer’s report – A treasurer’s report and revenue report
were sent out earlier by Errica Evans;
balance on hand currently $4825.39;
still waiting on 1 CE check; reminder
to please pay dues.
5.
Committee Reports
a.
Bylaws – no report
b.
Continuing Education –
Susan Smith. One online CE was held
3/9/2015 with 12 attendees and an
additional 9 who paid just for access
to the recording. Valerie and Pat
were the instructors and it went well.
Perhaps we should consider more
online CEs in the future. Send topic
ideas or professional development
needs to Susan Smith.
c.
Directory – Sylvia McAphee.
It has been several years since
ALHeLA put out a directory, considering an online directory through
ALHeLA’s website. Question: Will this
be an uploaded PDF or a searchable
database? That needs to be decided
along with how detailed the contact
information will be (ex. should it
include pictures of members), and
whether it will be restricted behind
a login. Some of this will depend on
the structure of the new website.
Sylvia will speak with Margaret about
correcting the membership list and
to Andrea about online access via

the website. There was a suggestion
to begin including permissions (to
be online, to have picture included,
etc.) on membership renewal forms.
Send directory suggestions to Sylvia.
d.
Liaison – Kay Hogan Smith.
ALHeLA received some unexpected funding from NNLM’s current
year budget. Will be exhibiting at
the MASA (Medical Association of
the State of Alabama) meeting in
Montgomery from 4/16-4/18/2015
providing NLM resources, ALHeLA
promotional cards, health literacy
handouts, and AMA health literacy
toolkits. Justin and Christy have applied for funding but have not heard
yet.
e.
Listserve – no report
f.
Members at Large – Robert
Britton, Jill Deaver, Barbara Shearer.
Request from Jill for ideas to improve
participation in the scholarships
for librarians with limited support
and students. Suggestions received
include:
i.
putting information about
scholarships out earlier (early July?)
so that students have time to plan
ii.
reminding members of the
availability of funds to attend the
meeting
iii.
deciding on speaker(s)/CE(s)
earlier and getting that information out so that people will want to
attend and apply (ex. information
about the panel at the Montgomery
meeting was pushed out early and
seemed to increase attendance.)
As Vice-president, James Gilbreath
will be responsible for planning the
meeting, perhaps he can begin soliciting ideas for programming now.
g.
Membership – Margaret
Alexander. A dues payment reminder
will go out to members each month.
Question of whether we are at or
below the usual number of paid
memberships. Errica receives dues
so she has the actual number but we
seem to be down at this time.
h.
Synapse – Christy Kent.
The spring issue will be out in April,

hopefully next week. Thanks to
everyone who contributed. Hopefully the new logo will be in the
September issue. Next deadline is
September 1st (10th at the latest).
Send suggestions to Christy. Several
comments about what a great job
Christy is doing!
i.
Webpage – Andrea Wright &
Justin Robertson.
i.
Andrea presented (in ALHeLA blue) one of the potential logos
selected at the annual meeting. She
will send out the 2 logos selected at
the annual meeting in a google form
for members to vote.
ii.
Justin reported that the
website is moving at a slow pace. A
decision needs to be made about
hosting, the site is now hosted at
USA but they are giving up their
webserver so this is a good opportunity to move off the server. Andrea
asked for preferences on hosting
companies.
Question - Could we use something
like libguides? ALHeLA would have
to license libguides so there would
still be a cost and libguides would
not offer some of the dynamic
capabilities desired. Something like
WordPress might work better, it
would be free except for the hosting
costs. Discussion of pros and cons
of Wordpress including its ease of
use, and some issues with hacking.
Andrea suggested that an extra login
to the Admin page might be one
solution to the hacking issues; in
addition ALHeLA is not as likely to be
a target for hackers as universities or
hospitals would be.
Suggestions for hosting companies included godaddy, dreamhost,
hostgator, and blue host. Andrea will
start shopping and get quotes, then
present them to the executive committee at the summer meeting.
continued on p. 14
Synapse
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iii.
The old website has been
updated with a new officer roster.
Please check your information for
completeness and correctness.
6.
New Business
a.
Annual Meeting
i.
James Gilbreath will be
responsible for planning. He has
moved to University of Alabama and
his email on the ALHeLA site is incorrect.
ii.
It was previously agreed to
move the meeting to September
so as not to conflict with Southern
Chapter in Puerto Rico, having the
meeting in Tuscaloosa was also previously discussed
iii.
Question of whether there
will be a CE committee? Susan Smith
will be responsible for that, please
send suggestions of topics or presenters to her. Kay Hogan Smith requested that we consider registering
as a site for the NLM Systematic Review video. The cost is approximately
$300 for multiple people at one site
and we could charge to recoup some
of the cost. Kay sent the information
to Justin; he will forward it to Susan.

iv.
Further discussion of having
the meeting in Tuscaloosa. Pros:
central location, might get more
interest from SLIS students, new faculty at SLIS might be resources. Cons:
football weekends, need to plan on
having it on an away game weekend
or in the middle of the week.
v.
Suggestion to offer resume
review at the meeting
vi.
Theme – perhaps something
related to the Southern Chapter
theme of Communities, Collaboration, and Care; perhaps James could
send out a Google form for suggestions.
vii.
Suggestion that ALHeLA plan
a separate vendor fair since there
is often little time to spend with
vendors at the meeting, Other discussion-- this might not be as helpful
for those who do not make purchase
decisions; instead have a period
set aside during the meeting for a
vendor fair (no other programing
during that time); vendors seemed
to appreciate the shorter time they
were required to be set up at the last
Southern Chapter meeting; need for

more meaningful discussion with
vendors about upcoming trends and
new products; instead of a separate
vendor fair have as part of meeting
program, a Tech Trends Panel which
includes 1 or more vendors-Robert
Britton is willing to contact vendors
about that.
b.
2015 Goals- Justin would like
to see completed:
i.
Website
ii.
Directory
iii.
Bylaws – There was discussion about what remains to be done
and who is on the Board of Directors.
Elizabeth reported that the Fall/Winter 2012 Synapse has the list of the
Board of Directors. Justin will contact
Nelle Williams about the Bylaws.
iv.
Are there other goals we
should consider? Consensus seems
to be that the 3 listed would be sufficient for this year.
c.
Next meeting will be in July
around the 15th.
7.
Adjournment
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Next submissions due: September 1, 2015
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